SKIP WILKINS BIOGRAPHY (Shorter Version)

Skip Wilkins is an American jazz pianist who splits his time between Eastern Pennsylvania and Central Europe.  While in the U.S. he makes his home in the town of Delaware Water Gap, PA.  When in Europe, he is based in Prague, and tours regularly throughout Central Europe.  A prolific composer, Skip has released ten CDs, with the eleventh slated for release in early 2013.
Skip lived in Prague continuously for fifteen months during a sabbatical from his teaching position at Lafayette College between June of 2011 and August of 2012.  In addition to his active concert and recording schedule, he taught at major summer workshops and gave additional workshops and masterclasses in a variety of conservatories, music schools and other venues, notably at the Janacek Academy of Musical Arts in Brno.  While in Prague, he directed the Skip Wilkins Singers, a twenty-voice choral ensemble that performed his arrangements and compositions.  He recorded three CDs with various groups, headlined at major festivals, and performed often on live television and radio. 

In Central Europe, he tours with three main groups that are based in Prague:  SuperTrio – WUH (Wilkins, Franta Uhlir & Jaromir Helesic); 

Skip Wilkins Quartet, featuring Libor Smoldas (Wilkins, Smoldas, Tomas Baros & Tomas Hobzek), and Rostislav Fras – Skip Wilkins Quintet (Fras, Wilkins, Neil Wetzel, Josef Feco & Gary Rissmiller).  Czech Radio Prague released the CD, Frýdlant Nights, in conjunction with the February 2010 US tour of the Fras – Wilkins Quintet.  

Major performances in the Czech Republic include the Karel Velebny Summer Jazz Workshop in Frýdlant, Janackuv Maj in Ostrava, the Brno Jazz Festival, Přerov Jazz Festival, Vsetin Jazz Festival, Hello Jazz Weekend (Uherske Hradiste and Kyjov), and in the top Prague jazz clubs, including Jazz Dock, Reduta, U Maleho Glena and Agharta.  He headlines annually at Schlot in Berlin, and performs often in Bavaria, where recent credits include Birdland Neuborg, Lindau Jazz Club (on the Bodensee) and the Burgthann Jazz Festival.
Skip’s 2012 SteepleChase Lookout CD release is Father & Son, featuring his son Daniel, a budding tenor saxophone star in NYC, and the stalwart tandem of Scott Lee on bass and Jeff Hirshfield on drums.  In the trio with Lee and Hirshfield, he released two Dreambox Media CDs in 2011, including a set of standards, I Concentrate on You, and another of his originals, After.  He has four previous CDs on Dreambox Media: The Paint-Peeler (2008), Skip Wilkins Solo—Live at Lafayette  (2007), Skip Wilkins Quintet: Volume II  (2007), and Volume I (2006), and two earlier CDs with flutist Jill Allen, including Petty Theft (2001, Cathexis Records), which features saxophonist David Liebman.  He also performs and tours often in the U.S. and Europe with his children, Daniel and Emily.  

Skip’s earlier performance credits include David Liebman, David Sánchez, Stanley Turrentine, Bobby Watson, Plas Johnson, Mark Murphy, Clark Terry, Conte Candoli and Peter Erskine.  Skip is Associate Professor of Music at Lafayette College, where he teaches music theory and jazz courses.  He is also a member of the adjunct staff at Moravian College, teaching jazz piano.

